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power to our good? And did you ever know a grave
moral wrong persevered in, for any material time, that
did not, in the end, recoil on those who committed it and
bring with it its own punishment1?

Allow me to proceed a little further. Are the opinions
of the press any more than the opinions of so many men
who have the control of the journals'? Are not these
opinions, too often, dishonestly and fraudulently uttered1?
Is "the verdict of the press," as some editors compla-
cently term the opinions of certain members of this corps
concerning my libel suits, anything more than the opinion
of those editors in a matter touching their own pride and
interests'? Will this verdict be an offset, either in the
judgment of the community, or in the way of money, to
any verdict that I may obtain from twelve sworn jurors?
If not, would you, or would any sensible man, care a
button about this "verdict of the press," or about those
who give it currency? Is it not a common expression in
the mouths of men, that such and such reports are merely
"newspaper lies," and are not these expressions, and the
opinions on which they are based, becoming daily more
frequent? Would not the boy who cried wolf when there
was no wolf, come in time to be disbelieved when there
was a wolf? In a word, would it not be discreet for that
portion of the press that does regard truth, justice, fair
dealing, decency, propriety, and the rights of others, to
attempt to draw a wide distinction between those who do
not regard these considerations and themselves, and can
they make a better commencement than to manifest a
respect for the privileges of individuals, and not only to
exclude from their columns all comments on the private
affairs of their fellow citizens as a usurpation of an odious
power, but, as far as possible, all comments of their own